Paget's disease of bone: a disease of the osteoclast.
Paget's disease is a chronic focal disease of the skeleton that affects up to 2-3% of the population over the age of 60 years. There is a genetic predisposition for Paget's disease, with one predisposition locus identified on chromosome 18q-21-22. Osteoclasts and osteoclast precursors from Paget's patients are abnormal and appear hyperresponsive to 1,25(OH)2D3 and RANK ligand and contain paramyxoviral transcripts (Fig. 1). The basis for the abnormalities detected in Paget's disease and the role that the paramyxoviruses may play in this disease are still unclear.